Course: Biology Agriculture 

Instructor: Mr. Nathan Bushman

Email Address: nabushman@alpine.k12.ut.us
School Phone: 768-7000 ext. 147
Course Description:   This class will cover a broad range of biology topics from animal science, plant science, cellular science, genetics and ecology.  Biology is one of the fundamental processes of life. It is important to understand how not only we function, but also the environment around us too.  
It is my intention for you to leave this class with a greater appreciation of agriculture, biology and give you positive ideas for careers in the field of agriculture and biology. 
Grading Policies:


The grading scale in this class will be as followed:

	A     100-94
	A-      93-90
	B+     89-87
	B       86-83
	B-      82-80
	C+    79-77

	C       76-73
	C-     72-70
	D+    69-67
	D       66-63
	D-     62-60
	F  59 Below




Class Work and Homework:

· Students need to be aware of due dates and turn in work on time. 
· Late work will be accepted, but will be worth 70% of the original points possible. 

· All assignments done in class will be turned in, if you are not sure turn it in.  You will not be docked points for turning in something that was not due!  I will just hand it back to you.
· Absences happen, whether it is school excused or parent excused. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed.

· Make-up work is always harder then being in class participating.  If a student knows he/she is going to have an excused absence, they need make arrangements with me before the absence. If a student is sick, please come visit with me as soon as you return. 
· Some homework will be assigned.  

Test and Quizzes:
· Quizzes will be given randomly throughout the semester.  It is in the student’s best interest to be to class daily so they don’t miss a quiz.  
· If a quiz is missed due to an excused absence they will have an opportunity to make the quiz up for full points before the current unit has ended. 
· There will be a test at the end of each unit. 
· Tests may be made up if the absence is excused.  
· If a student is going to miss a test, due to an excused absence, they will need to speak to me before the absence. 

· Re-takes on exams will be allowed if students are unhappy with the score received. Retakes will need to be taken before or after school and before the next unit test is taken. 
Class Laboratories:
· This class will have hands-on laboratories designed to facilitate student learning. 
· The actual lab cannot be made-up due to limited supplies and the duration at which the supplies and specimens for the lab will stay good.  The lab activities will be done with partners and are a onetime activity.  
· If a student knows he/she is going to have and excused absence, other make-up work will be provided to make up the points for the missed lab. 

Attendance Policies:

· Students are expected to be on time and in class each day. 

· If you miss class it is you’re responsibility to find out what you missed.  

· It is your responsibility to get your absence excused in the main office.  

· You will not be able to make up attendance points missed if the absence is truancy. 

· It is the students’ responsibility to sign the tardy sheet placed by the door if he/she is tardy to class. 

· School attendance policies will apply in this class.

· You are allowed three tardies per term and 5 excused absences per term.

· Attendance make up can be done with me before or after school. Usually, low attendance results in lower class grades.  When you do attendance school with me, we will work on your assignments missed and help you raise your scores. 


Class and Homework Help:

· My goal as your teacher is to help you succeed.  Please, if you need help with a concept taught in class, homework or studding for a test, my door is open.  I will be available before or after school to help. Please come in if you have any questions or need any help.  

Class Rules and Expectations:

It is essential that we set boundaries so that we may have a safe learning environment and help you receive that best education possible.

· Students will respect me and other classmates.

· Please do not speak out of turn and give all students to the opportunity to express their ideas.

· Please refrain from profanity and vulgar language. 

· Please be to class on time.

· No hats.

· Please ask for permission to leave the classroom. 

· Treat the school, class supplies and property with respect so that you may enjoy the full benefit of them. 

· My desk, computer, television, fridge, printers and slide projectors are off limits. 
· The student computer is for the student learning, it may be used by students with my permission.  Please do not to play games or surf the web.  Please do not download any files, games or information to the computer without my permission. Every day the computer is cleaned off, any files saved on the computer will be lost. 
·  If you need to save files, save them to your student drive on the school server. 

· There will be no horse playing in the classroom, shop or labs. This rule is in effect to protect you, myself and others in the class to create a safe learning environment. The lab and shop can be dangerous if it is not treated with respect.

· Please keep the classroom a safe learning environment for all students. No drugs, weapons or any other unsafe/illegal activities will be permitted.

· Please keep cell phones off and put away during class. 

· Students are responsible for any items left in the classroom. I will do my best to pick up if I see items that have been left.

· All school policies will be enforced and followed. 


Student SAE:

· Each student will be required to have a Supervised Agriculture Experience Program (SAE).   We will cover this more in depth in class. It is fairly easy and most students have one and don’t even know they do.  A SAE, at the most basic level is a project that has something to do with agriculture.  It could be a research project, or even if they participate in growing a garden.  Students should not stress about this, we will take time in class to cover SAE’s.



Students are highly encouraged to join the National FFA Organization. 
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The FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success, through agricultural education. By participating in leadership activities offered by the FFA students can build a resume and educational record book to better help them receive scholarships in the future and will meet new friends from the school and state in the process. 








Thanks,  







Mr. Nathan Bushman

Please sign and return this page of the disclosure document to Mr. Bushman

I have read and understand the class disclosure document for Agricultural Biology, 2008 school year, as well as the Lehi High School attendance policies. 

Student Signature ___________________________________ Date: _________

Parent Signature ____________________________________Date:__________

